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PORT CHALMERS FIRE,
ADDITIONAL DETAILS.
THE BATTLE WITH THE
THE INQUEST ADJOURNED

Only an inspeciion of the burned-out
prequises can convey to the mind thy tep
vible predicament in which Mr and M
Haberfield found themselves when the fire
broke in upon their slumbers oarly on
Sunday morning. The house was a small
woaden ane of two storeys, and very old.
The ground floor corsisted of o shop,
kitchen, ete,, and there were three small
bedrooms upstairs, to which accoss was
gained by means of o marrow stairease.
The Haberfields awoke to find the whole
of the rear portion in flames, which had
already consumed the stairs, ahd wero
filling the bedroom with donse and suffe-
cating smoke  Tho stroet was deserted;
no help was at hand, sid the only pos-
siblo means of csvape was by the window,

A calin person with all his wits about
him would have thrown tlie mattress and
bedding on to the pavement below, and
then dropped his wife and the children on
them, leaning out of the window and
holding their hands at arins' length to
break their foll na mueh as possible; or
el=e knotted & couple of blankets, by
which a descent could have been made.
Waking suddenly, suffocating fiom emalke,
and with an awful death threatening to
overwhelm them evory moment, Mr and
Mrs Haberfield naturally lost their heads.
When the former leapt from the windaw
he fully oxpected his wife to drop the
children into his arms,'and then to follow
herself.  Choked and blinded, ehe evi-
dently fainted away closc to the window,
and Haberfield started to clamber up tho
sido of the burning house. This mwust
have been an extremely diflicult feat, and
only possible fo a porson endued Ty
frenzy with a doublo strength. Blood
plentifully splashed on the sill of the
bedroom and on the blackened wall shows
how ITaberfield severed the veins in his
wrists with the broken glass as he strove
to drag himself in ab the window. It is
thought that, when he threw Miss Rehu
out, and then fell out himself, he alighted
on her prostrate body, thus unintention-
ally inflicting mjuries still 1iorc grievous,

The first to entor the burning building
wero Lientenont Osborne and  William
Dougherty, of the TFire Brigade. The
latter had instructions to look in the bed
for the woman and child, Tho bed-
clothes were smouldering, bub there was
no one thére, and ab first it seemed that
no ‘ono was in the apartment. Hose in
hand, Dougherty stood sending a stream
of water on walls and coiling, when his
atfention was caught by o heup of
blackohed, émoking debris, o {uried
his hose on to it, and gradually the foree
of the water laid bars the figure af o
woman,  Tho bodies wore swathed in
blankeis and lowered to the ground.

A cireumstanca fypical of the tervible
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Ly UL LB CdiK M0 prominence  at
daylight. Whilo these awlul scones were
being enacted, and two lives lost in the
flames, a lamplighter's ladder lay in a
right-of-way two doors off. It has lain
there every night for years, and had any-
one been near and veared it apgninst the
window it would have meant absolute
salvation for fthe ill-fated housheld,

A sensationnl incident in connection with
the tragedy s that the adjoining house,
aleo old, and of wood, and practically
built on to the ruined dwelling, is ueed
0s & paint and oil stere.  Just above all
this inflammable maternal two elderly
ladigs, Mrs Clark and Miss Hempsey,
live in aftics, The windows are extremely
narrow, and it 1s lmpossible to open them
on accound of two flagstaffs which are
erected right in front of them, Had this
paint ehop caught the building would have
gone like a puff of smoke, and the win-
dows heing practically barred the ocou-
prats must mevitably have leen ronsted
alive, _

The firemen bLelieve that Mis Haber
field and her little son ust have been
burned to death before the alarm was
given; so that even if tho blazing building
had been entered immediately on their
arrival thera would have been no chanee
of saving them. ’ .

It appears that the house, with others,
had been practieally condemtied some time
ago, bub no onders had been isswed for
its demolition.  There ‘was al 'splendid
préssure of water (1501L), and this, tegother
with tho strenuous cffovts of the brigade,
undoubtedly saved the builings on’ cither
side. . '

Mr Haberfield is progressing as well as
ean bo expected. under tho cireumstances,
but his recovery must necessarily be slow.

A neighbounr, who resides about 50 yards
away from the scene of the fire, states
that ho was aroused by the firebell, and
about threa minules later he was assisting
itwo members of the JFire DBrigade, who
were struggling manfully to pull the reel
through a patch of new netal. e says
he knew thers was ﬁ?ladder lying about
20 yords away, bub word was pasesd along
that thero was no one in fhe building,
consequently he directed his efforts towards
assisting in subduing the flames. He
states: I was fairly knocked ot to find
that after 1 had been slaving away like
mad for hall ad hour to get the fire
under somcone camo throngh the crowd
and said there was a woman and child in
tho burning building.” When I ap-
peaied on the ecene the whole house was
ablaze at the rear, but the flames were
not coming through the front windows,
It we had known that there was anyone in
the building we would have had them out
in no time with the aid of that ladder,
Wheever did it would have been asuredly
burnt a bit, but what of that? DBoth
the mother and child would have been got
out of that burning building just the
same, and who knows but what they might
have been resuscitated by the doctor? I
tell you, it makes me eick to think about
i '



The huilding was insured in the Allance
for £75. The adjoining building, owned
by John Connell, who resides in Dunedin,
was damaged, but not very extensively.
The partition upstairs was burned through,
and a sheet of iron was pulled off iho roof
to get the hose in to prevent the [ire
spreading.  John Hempser, an elderly
man, und his two sistera, who live in this
house, had their furniture and belongings
(which are not insared) very much
damaged by the water. Mr Robert Wil
motl, & painter, has his showrcom in the
shop in front, amd the water, pouring
through tho ceiling, damaged his slock,
including a quantity of paperhangings.
The stock was insured in the State offico
for £100, but the damage i3 less than
that amount :

THE INQUEST.

An inquest on the bodies of Ruby
Haborfield and hor four-year-old son,
Jacobk Takepurira Taheki, was opened
bofore tio coroner, Mr U, C. Graham, and
a jury of six, at Port Chalmors yestorday
aftornoon,  The jurymen were Messts

James Woir (foveman), F. Codfred, W.

-

G. Fail, C. Siovenson, Nicholas Dodds,

and J. B. Shanks .

Sorgeant Mullany steted that ho knew
the deceased - woman by sight.  'The
Haberhields oceupfed the uppor storey and

part of tho back of the ground floor of

the house.

To the Coroner: e did nob know how

the boties wore lying, a¢ ho was not

present when they were fourd. Nothing
was known as {o the cause of the fire

oxcopt the statement of Willkam  Haber-
field, already published.  The .Fire
Brigado was on tho scene with great
promptitude, and everything possible was
done fo extinguish the fire without delay.
The window was about 15ft from the
ground, ,

The Corener said ho regretted having

to call the jury togethor again, but Mr

[Taberfield was 16t in a fit state to give
evidenoe, nor was lo likely to be far

tome time.  They would consider them.

selves bound by a surely of £50 sich {o

appear again when called on. Meanivhila’

the inquest wonld be adjaurned sine die. .

At o meeting of the Druids’ Tohemian
Club, held last evening. it wus deeided that
the hon. scctetary (Bro. J. 1L 8. Dixon)
he instwicted to avproach the secretary o,
the All Nations Ledse (Port Chalmers,
UAOD., dand offer the services of tha
¢lilv in providing a bevefit concert in ajd
of Bro. Haberfield in connection with his
recent cad bereavement and loss, L

In oll probebility a benehf concort will
be given to Bro. Ifaberfield at Pork
Chalmers at an emtly date, -



